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Proximity rule
1. Place related information together, 
so that it’s seen as a unit.

2. Clearly separate items that don’t 
belong together. 
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Proximity rule

together = related spatial separation  
= unrelated
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Proximity rule

Works even with different colors or shapes
if there’s enough distance.
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Proximity rule

Works even with different colors or shapes
if there’s enough distance.

To which group do 
these two circles 
belong? Why? 
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Breaking the proximity rule

Where is the Save button? 

Not here

But here



Professional Management NPS Survey Verbatim, October 14, 2016

Breaking the proximity rule

Where is the Save button? 

Save

Applying 

I feel so much better! 
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