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THE LISTENER . ;

G"ustaVe_ Thibon: Philosopher and Poet

o By VERNON

-

VER the past ten years the reputation of Gustave Thibon has
grown steadily. Students and religious circles on the Continent
vie with one another to get him to lecture. Each new book he
publishes commands a ready sale.. America has recently

discovered him, and a definite translation of his works has been..
. for

launched there. Tn England, however, dittle is knownseithersoishimyor
his writings, which are sufficiently striking to have earned for him this
growing reputation. - - S '
Who then is Thibon? He comes from a family of winegrowers living
in the valley of the Ardéche, in the south-east of France—and was, in
fact; born a French peasant. He is a self-taught, and in the best sense
of the word a self-made man. At the age of eleven he had already left
school and joined his father in the vineyards. He found his appetite
whetted for reading and study when a young friend gave him the run
of a vast library he had just inherited. Thibon was fascinated by the
writings of the philosophers he found in this library, but dismayed that
he could not hope to understand without pushing his education much
further. And so, resolutely, and in his spare time, he set himself the task
of teaching himself mathematics, Greek, Latin, theology—and German
also, for he has been much influenced by Nietzsche. A happy marriage,
a wife who encouraged him to put his reflections on paper, led to articles
in the‘local press and to the publication of his first collected poems in
1940-—for Thibon is an outstanding poet as well as a philosopher.

; Chailénge to Apathy duri.n'g the Occupation
His first philosophical works, Diagn and Man’s

0stics Destiny, were

ACO0

Luc

s, durmg the years of the German occupa

(=] f

- tieny'was an important event, because implicit in them was a challenge

&

to the defeatism and apathy felt by many of his contemporaries in
France. The death of his wife silenced him for two years, but in 1945
came his book on marriage and morality, Whom God Hazh Foined, and
a new series:- of poems. A final collection of aphorisms—Our Daily
Bread—followed in 1946 before he was to settle down to two major
works of re-interpretation of the writings of Nietzsche and of Victor
Hugo. -The Nietzsche volume appeared last year; the book on Hugo
is promised shortly. - :

You can see from this list of dates and publications that Thibon’s
philosophy matured in the late ’thirties and early °ferties, and, whilst
the criticism of contemporary society which he has expressed in his
writings owes its force to the atmosphere of the period in which they
were written, nevertheless his vineyard in the remote valley of the
Ardéche isolated him, and enabled him to look at the state of his own
country and that of the world beyond with the detachment of a true
philosopher. His vineyard was the equivalent of Montaigne’s tower.
But his diagnosis of the contemporary situation has in no way
embittered him. In fact, my first reaction on first meeting Gustave
Thibon was that I was in the presence of a disconcertingly happy man.

I choose the word ¢ disconcertingly’ with deliberation, for as you get.

‘more and more to know him the sheer radianice of his happiness
envelops you and persuades you to his sound common-sense point of
view. ¢ The secret of being cheerful and pleased with life’, he would
say with Pascal (for Pascal is, with Nietzsche, the formative influence
in his own philosophical outlook) ‘is to be at war with neither God
nor Nature, not deliberately to seek happiness * (therein, Thibon would
say, lies ‘the error of modern mian) ‘but to let yourself be invaded by
it and thus embrace the only reality that is capable of curing the evils
of this present age’. St i
Again and again he warns us that modern society is in a kind of
process of erosion, and that what was once 2 strong bond of common

the merey of all the winds- that blow, of all the winds of propaganda

| for rival ideologies. There must be diversity, yes, but the natural law

-secds be

MALLINSON

of man’s being requires unity in diversity, and this, Thibon argues
cnly be obtained through a unifying activity: communion with G
Instead of unifying we centralise, and we do not pause to r
-0i_man’s nature and his primary needs. Thibon’s definition of
ce Heasant origin. for ma ‘Sﬂ'ﬁm‘d‘dﬁ 1

0

ot solitude nor for multitude. He is made to live in small commur
his roots in the family and his sense of fellowship arising fron
undertaking of some craft in common. It is the sociological ou
of 2 peasant—a peasant, if you like, who has become articulate. T
would say with Edward Glover that ‘it was within the family
that love scored its first real triumph by holding in suspense the
and rivalries that would otherwise have broken the family asunde;
so teduced its chances of. surviving, It is within the family that, ge
tion after generation, ‘civilisation is reborn. The more widely the
is divorced from family influences, the more it is capable of beh:
in an uncivilised way’. :

Troatise on, the Christian View of Marriage

-t was in the family that love scored its first real triumph. So
to the family that Thibon looks most urgently for a re-awakenir
maq to his communal responsibilities; The theme of his book I
Gol Hath Joined is, quite simply, the seriousness of marriage
an¢ obligations. It is essentially the traditional Christian vie
ma:iage. Love and Death are rightly two of the subjects that st
pr¢-0ccupy men’s minds, provided that the pre-occupation is real

_Desith for Thibon is the consummation of the perfect Love, for .

. ot 2 3 = = 32 5
Ifsey loye attaches me too intensely to another person to the excl

of all things—including God—then it is a selfish passion.
marriages are of the head as well as of the heart, though the cis
scteen will teach us the contrary. Hence divorces and broken hc
Today, Thibon argues, we tend to believe and act on the Rom
assurance that we have only to gratify our senses and give way t«
instincts, and all will be well. We have forgotten that true lover
never alone: they are whom God hath joined.

Perhaps too, Thibon argues, in this sense all who preach the bro
hood of man on earth, fall into the category of the romantic.
brotherhood of man on earth has proved itself throughout history
and again a myth—for salvation can never come from below.
their Romantic cry, ¢ Let the instincts rule °, such people have dest
the very foundations of family life. They have prepared the groun
contemporary systems of government, where you tend to get ¢
unbridled emotional freedom, resulting in anarchy, or a strictly or:
and planned society based on tyranny. - -

Need for Small Vital Groups . 5 o
So_Thibon concludes that what we now, need most t_Jrg_ently

organic decentralised society, in which men shall live in small
gr ! isgeongihe individual’s responsibility to_the ¢
and to his locality, and the family forming the original basis f
this—a patriarchal family, for some kind of aristocracy is indispen
The absolute law of majorities—as he puts it—and the wayward [
of the emotionally excited masses must be abolished. The state ma
must be made subservient to the expressed wishes of these small g

* and must have its function clearly defined: it must work for a

that draws people together, secure in their small social groups, in

- of continuing its present policy of idolising a kind 'of multiplicity

disintegrates. It is far more important-that each man, woman
child should be in his right place than that each.should have

fellow-feeling has become a rope of sand. In an as yet unpublished : the impersonal state machine considers to be his right place. We

¢ work, Our Common Destiny, he has an image of men as grains of
/sand, piled up in orderly inhuman heaps in city after city. In this .
atomic age we have atomised ourselves. And these sand-heaps are at

if we are to save mankind, subordinate having, and therefore gras

. 10, being, to living. = .

And it is self-discipline alone, Thibon says, that can work this.
discipline within the family, where there has been a purification
selfish, Narcissus-like sexual love,-where. the sanctity of the mai
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I heard it from a Shepherdess
Whose nose was short and shiny,

Who heard it from a Genius,

Who heard it from a Genie, <
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Who heard it from a Maiden
With a mind to matrimony,
Who said it was in

this week’s

ON SALE TODAY éd.

Progress in profile ! Everyone knew that when a
new Rover made its appearance, it would not only
. be an uncommonly fine motor car, but would be of
a design prescribed not by fashion but by sound
engineering advances. Here it is — the new Rover
‘ Seventy-Five ’. Faster, safer, more comfortable
and more economical, it is a worthy successor in a

high quality lineage.

ROVER
Qe of Britain's <Fine Cars

The Rover Company Limited Solihull Birmingham & Devonshire House !

—and when the days of “Pool petrol only’ are ovek,

you will find once more that—you can be sure of Shell.

HOW ARE YOU FEELING THESE DAYS?

Do you realise the relationship between vitality and vitamins? To
of one means too little of the other. :

STRONGER! The vitamin content of Crookes Halibut Oil ¢
has now been increased, although the price remains unchanged. Ca

25 for 2/6, 100 for 8/6.

TakE CROOKES
HALIBUT OIL
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